God’s People Gather
Our readings today remind us of the larger story of the Bible, of God’s purposes and promises for the world. Because of
humanity’s rejection of God, as told in Genesis, human communities were first dispersed. Isaiah proclaims that one day
God will gather these communities to be healed and reconciled with God. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus echoes Isaiah and
teaches that all peoples in God’s promised future “will recline at table in the kingdom of God.” Notice that in Isaiah, the
nations coming to God do not lose their ethnicity or unique identity. They bring their own distinct cultural gifts to God’s
table. Each people has its unique history with God, has received distinct blessings from God, and each is accountable to
God. Today, we live in a global and multi-cultural Church. When God’s diverse peoples gather in worship today, may
we honor and celebrate each other’s gifts and blessings.
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Saints and Special Observances

Today’s Readings

Sunday:
Monday:

First Reading — Brothers and sisters of every race and
language will be brought to Jerusalem (Isaiah 66:18-21).
Psalm — Go out to all the world and tell the Good News
(Psalm 117).
Second Reading — Be strong and endure your trials as
the “discipline” of a loving God, for it will result in the
peaceful fruit of righteousness (Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13).
Gospel — People from east and west, north and south,
recline at table in the kingdom of God (Luke 13:22-30).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
St. Rose of Lima
St. Bartholomew
St. Louis of France; St. Joseph Calasanz
St. Monica

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-5;
Mt 23:13-22
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13;
Mt 23:23-26
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;
Jn 1:45-51
1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51
1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;
Mt 25:1-13
1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21;
Mt 25:14-30
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-7, 10-11;
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

Prayer Of The Week
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful
to unite in a single purpose,
grant your people to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,
that, amid the uncertainties of this world,
our hearts may be fixed on that place
where true gladness is found.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How can I know what God commands?
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman
Missal, © 2010, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Treasures From Our Tradition
Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Christians share a love for
the Byzantine liturgy because it is during the Eucharist
that the Church is most true to its identity, expresses its
integrity, and discovers its vocation. Eastern Catholic and
Orthodox Christians celebrate essentially the identical
liturgy, with only very slight variations. It is a fairly
complex ritual weaving together three separate layers of
prayers: a liturgy prayed in the sanctuary by priests, often
hidden by a curtain or screen; a liturgy sung by the
assembly and led by a deacon in front of a screen formed
of painted icons; and a third layer of private prayer by the
priest, who prays in support of the deacon and the
faithful. It is an eyes-wide-open experience, gorgeous in
visuals, and filled with the sound of God’s people singing
prayer. The energy of the worship centers on the presence
of Christ, largely through an awareness of heaven
touching earth when the Church gathers to celebrate.
In the late twentieth century, Latin Rite Catholics were
encouraged to embrace a style of worship that was “full,
conscious, and active,” a value that has never been lost in
the East. The liturgy has great impact in its beauty, in its
poetry and contemplation, and by the actions of bowing,
signing with the cross, and chanting that are required of
the assembly. Contact with the Eastern Church reveals
some key values that have been obscured in our own
Church and are slowly being recovered.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Looking Good
Don't you love it when the underdog wins? When the
Cardinals beat the Yankees for the championship or
the Blues beat the Redwings, or the Rams beat anyone? Even when I watch a game with no St. Louis
teams playing, I still like to root for the underdog.
That is what I like about today's Gospel: the last will
be first and the first will be last.
Some say that Jesus was referring to the Jews, God's
chosen people, whom Jesus called first to be his disciples. When they rejected him, the call went out to
the Gentiles, who became followers. Or perhaps in
Jesus' time, he was talking about the leaders of the
Jews, the scribes and Pharisees. These refused to follow Jesus, while ordinary Jews who did not feel
threatened by Jesus' teaching became disciples.
In a way, you can understand why the leaders rejected Jesus. They made a nice living out of the offerings
made by ordinary Jews. As long as they could decide
who could enter the temple, they had a nice income
flow. They were smart enough to include the poor,
by asking them for smaller offerings. And who could
argue with them? They worked for God. How dare
Jesus say that they would be cast out, while people
from the rest of the world would enter the Kingdom
of God!
And how about us? Remember that the Gospel was
not written for non-believers. Are we threatened by
Jesus' message? Just as the scribes and Pharisees
considered themselves important in God's eyes because of their office, do we consider ourselves
"saved" because we call ourselves Christians? Do we
respect all people, or just the ones we like? Are we
generous to the poor, or just to our friends? Do we
give good example to the people we work with? Do
we follow our conscience or do we follow the
crowd?
Entry into the Kingdom of God is not a fashion statement. We don't get there by looking good. We are
invited by Jesus to be last on earth so we can be first
in the Kingdom.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Worthy Teachers
All who undertake to teach must be endowed with deep
love, the greatest patience, and, most of all, profound
humility. The Lord will find them worthy to become
fellow workers with him in the cause of truth.
—St. Joseph Calasanz
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